
Timaru District  
by Numbers

Population 49,500 0-14
17.2% 15-24

10.6%

25-64
48.9%

GDP Growth 

Timaru District � +2.0%

New Zealand � +1.7% 
Year ended: June 2026 | Source: 	Infometrics

Unemployment Rate
Timaru District� 3.7%

New Zealand	�  5.4%
Year ended: June 2026 | Source: 	Infometrics

Household Incomes 
(median)
Timaru�  $122,518

New Zealand�  $147,930
Year ended: June 2026 | Source: interest.co.nz

Forecast 2025/2026 $576m
Actual 2024/2025 $577m
Actual 2023/2024 $445m

Dairy Payout 

Year ended: March 2025  | Source: 	Infometrics

Year ended: June 2026 | Source: Infometrics

Total jobs filled 27,313

Education & Training 7%

Other  24%

$518k

$466/w

$1,170k $863k

$619/w $565/w

Housing

Average 
House 
Value 

Rentals

TIMARU AUCK NZ

All figures rounded.  

Year ended: March 2025 
Source: Infometrics

Year ended: June 2026 | Source: Infometrics

Manufacturing 19%

Retail Trade 9%

Construction 10%

Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 10%

Healthcare & Social Assistance 11%

Transport & Logistics 5%

Accommodation & Food Services 5%

65yrs+
23.1%

Quarterly Highlight

MachineCraft’s work on the ISS 
components marks a significant 
milestone for South Canterbury’s 
advanced manufacturing 
sector, and a strong early proof 
point for the South Canterbury 
Aerospace Strategy Group’s 
ambitions. Read more

MachineCraft components head to the 
International Space Station
Contracted by Asteria Engineering, 
MachineCraft manufactured 
twelve precision aluminium panels 
for scientific hardware being 
developed for a University of 
Canterbury space biology project 
led by Associate Professor Dr Sarah 
Kessans. The panels will form 
the primary interface between 
astronauts and the research 
payload aboard the International 
Space Station.

https://vtdevelopment.co.nz/2026/08/19/machinecraft-components-head-to-the-international-space-station/

